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Conventional border, controversial border, legal border

—————— Study on the demarcation of Altai area since the middle of Qing dynasty

Xu Jianping

[Abstract] Since Qianlong years of Qing dynasty, nomadic tribes in Altai region came inside, the
Qing government in accordance with the traditional example, arranged them with collar, divided



the nomadic area, and formed new Turhute tribe Altai Wu Liang Hai 7 Banner, New Tourgouths 2
banner and Heshuote tribes 1 Banner. Each Banneris based on the traditional customary border
among the nomadic communities. From Tongzhi years of Qing dynasty, the central government
made political division in the Altai region for many times: from the abandon of amban of Brenda's
sea to the establishment of Xinjiang province, and the amban of Altai as a separate area directly
under the central government, to being annexed to Xinjiang province in the early years of the
republic of China. From the central government's point of view, the regional integration process
does not break the traditional customary border between the most basic political units
(Banner).From maps after the middle of Qing dynasty, the political division of Altai area can be
observed visually. These maps, which were compiled by the central government, showed the
central government's recognition of the local administrative divisions and possessed legitimacy.
The map of Mongolian local administrative region, compiled by the central government, should
serve as the basis for the demarcation of the boundary between China and Mongolia. In fact, from
the late Qing dynasty to the founding of the People's Republic of China, the boundaries of the Altai
region experienced the transition from the common boundary to the disputed border, and then to
the legal border. By carefully combing the process we canfind that the ultimate legal border
dividing line is not according to traditional nomadic habits, but closely related to the military
demarcation agreement signed between Mongolia and the republic of China during previous
military conflicts. The military demarcation line between China and Mongolia is a decisive factor
in determining the political demarcation.

[Key words] Altai; Nomadic Area; Demarcation; Military agreement.

Dr. Jianping Xu is an Associate Professor from the Center for
Historical Geographical Studies of Fudan University, China. His
main research interest is in political geography during historical
periods of China. He is particularly focused on the study of border
demarcation of the administrative regions in the Republican Period
of China. He will work with the China Historical GIS project team
on extending the database from 1911 to 2005 during his visit to the
CGA.




	习惯线、争议线、法定线

