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Conventional Border Controversial Border and Legal Border:
A Study on the Demarcation of Altai Area since the Mid Qing Dynasty
Xu Jianping
( National Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)
Abstract: Since the Qianlong years of the Qing dynasty nomadic tribes in Altai region migrated in and gave allegiance
to the Qing government. The government following the traditional example made arrangement and allocation and
finally divided them into 10 administrative banners in total. All the banners kept to the conventional terrain borders.
From the Tongzhi years as a result of the multirearrangement of the government Altai region was incorporated into
Xinjiang Province in the early years of the Republic of China. From the central government’s point of view the
integration process did not break the conventional border of the basic political units ( banner) .

The maps drawn after the middle Qing dynasty show the political divisions in this area and the government
recognition of local administration and thus they have legitimacy. The Administrative Map in Mongolian Area
compiled by the central government should serve as the basis for the boundary demarcation of China and Mongolia. In
fact from the late Qing dynasty to the early People’s Republic of China the boundaries of Altai region had
experienced the transition from the conventional border to the disputed border and then to the legal border. Looking
into this process will find that the final legal border was not decided on the conventional border but instead a series of
military conflicts and the following demarcation agreements. Therefore the military demarcation line became a decisive
factor in determining the political demarcation.

Keywords: Altai; nomadic Area; demarcation; military agreement.
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