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What is it and why was it needed? 
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• The United Nations initiative on Global Geospatial Information 
Management 

 

• A formal mechanism under UN protocol to discuss, enhance and 
coordinate Global Geospatial Information Management activities by 
involving Member States at the highest level as key participants 

 

UN-GGIM: What is it? 
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• Comprises an Inter-Governmental Committee of Experts to make joint 
decisions and set directions on the production and use of geospatial 
information within national and global policy frameworks 

• Working with Governments to improve policy, institutional 
arrangements, and legal frameworks 

• Addressing global issues and contributing collective knowledge as a 
community with shared interests and concerns 

• Developing effective strategies to build geospatial capacity in the 
developing countries 

UN-GGIM: A Global Initiative 



ggim.un.org 

• A significant gap in the management of geospatial information 

globally 

• Lack of a global consultative and decision-making mechanism 

among Member States in: 

–setting global norms on geospatial information; 

–developing common tools; and 

–bringing geospatial information to bear on global policy issues 

• Every country must have trusted, maintained, and definitive 

mapping data 

• This gap is increasingly being filled by the private sector, 

reducing the role and influence of Governments 

 

Why a global mechanism on GGIM? 
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• The value of reliable, credible and maintained geospatial information 
not fully realized by many Governments 

• Finding the legal and policy frameworks required to facilitate a 
location-enabled society challenging 

• No clear direction, coordination, ownership, policy, or institutional 
arrangements 

• Private sector – provides technological platforms, applications, 
solutions and services; develops new sources of data and technology – 
open data, crowd sourcing, VGI, outer-space, UAVs, etc; 

• Governments, not the private sector, have the mandate and 
accountability to maintain and deliver the national geospatial 
information base and related policy 

The role of Governments 
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• Private sector has an important role, but cannot do it all. Similarly, 
Governments cannot do it all either 

• Need a global regulatory framework to safeguard the interests of 
Governments and the public, and to promote continual investment by 
the private sector 

• Need to work together – UN-GGIM, Governments, international 
organizations, and the private sector – to improve technology, quality, 
and management 

• Realizing a Vision:  To make accurate and reliable geospatial 
information readily available to support national, regional and 
global development…… 

UN-GGIM: Realizing a vision 
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UN-GGIM 

 

Activities related to legal and 

policy issues 
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• Develop a national, regional and global strategic framework for 
geospatial information; 

• Establish best practices in institutional arrangements, legal and 
common frameworks; 

• Build capability and capacity, especially in developing countries; 

• Assuring the quality of geospatial information; 

• Promoting data sharing, accessibility and dissemination; 

• Embracing trends in information technology; 

• Promoting geospatial advocacy and awareness; 

• Partnering with civil society and the private sector; and 

• Linking geospatial information to statistics 

Inventory of Issues 

http://ggim.un.org/2nd%20Session/E-C20-2012-5%20Inventory%20of%20Issues%205%20July.pdf  
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Future Trends in Geospatial Information 

• Trends in technology and the 
future direction of data creation, 
maintenance and management 

• Legal and policy developments 

• Skills requirements and training 
mechanisms 

• The role of the private and non-
governmental sectors 

• The future role of governments in 
geospatial data provision and 
management 

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/2ndHighLevelForum/UN-

GGIM%20Future%20Trends%20Paper%20-%20Version%202.0.pdf  

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/2ndHighLevelForum/UN-GGIM Future Trends Paper - Version 2.0.pdf
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Legal and policy developments 
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• Traditional funding models may 

require radical change 

• Role of NGIAs will move towards 

demonstrating value and securing 

funding 

• Reductions in central government 

funding will necessitate more 

active collaboration with the 

private sector 

Legal and policy developments 
Funding in a changing world 
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• Access to government generated geospatial information free at the point of 

use is likely to continue – but availability will be determined by the business 

models of the countries 

• One of the greatest policy challenges will be the drive to improve quality of 

core geospatial information, while securing funding to develop and maintain it 

• Maintenance of data costs money! What are the funding models that mean 

that data can be maintained and released as open data? 

 

Legal and policy developments 
Open data 
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• Who owns the data? 

• What data is free, and what is 

not? 

• What is the model for 

investing in and maintaining 

new and expensive content? 

• Establishment of trans-

national legal frameworks 

needed to overcome the 

increasing trend in data piracy 

and hacking 

Legal and policy developments 
Licensing, pricing and data ‘ownership’ 



ggim.un.org 

• Individual’s right to privacy – 

consumer protection and 

marketing laws need to evolve 

to enable each citizen to enjoy 

appropriate protections 

• Increasing demand for global 

frameworks that need to 

enable consistent, trans-

border legal protections for 

individuals 

• Getting the best from 

volunteer geospatial 

community and government – a 

clear goal over the next five 

years 

Legal and policy developments 
Privacy, data standards and policy 
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• Where does liability lie – if the trend 

in litigation and seeking legal redress 

for data issues grows? 

• Technology develops quickly and 

without boundaries; whereas legal and 

policy frameworks, confined by 

national borders, are not developing in 

a consistent way 

• Development of consistent and 

transparent legal and policy 

frameworks – in areas such as privacy, 

national security, liability and 

intellectual property – are required 

Legal and policy developments 
Liability and the issue of data assurance 
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UN-GGIM Questionnaire 
The Status of National Geospatial Information Management & Systems 
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UN-GGIM Questionnaire 
The Status of National Geospatial Information Management & Systems 
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The Status of National Geospatial Information Management & Systems 
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• The global GI community is dealing with the same legal and policy 
issues and challenges 

• Citizens are the new sensors – now users of information and providers 
at the same time 

• Many Governments do not yet see the full benefit of GI, and they do 
not understand the implications of its use. The interests of the GI 
community are not being properly represented 

• Governments have a role as provider and enabler of legal and policy 
frameworks for GI but are struggling to establish their niche, rules of 
engagement, and implications of doing so 

• UN-GGIM is engaging with the Member States to expose and discuss 
these issues at the highest level with the broader GI community 

Summary – Legal and policy challenges 
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Summary – Legal and policy challenges 

• The third session of UN-GGIM will be held from 24-26 July 2013 at the 
Corn Exchange, Cambridge City Centre, United Kingdom 

• Agenda Item 7: Legal and policy frameworks, including critical issues 
related to authoritative data 
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Thank You 

scott12@un.org 
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