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questions 
– what changes happened ? 

– the social background ? 

– the potential consequence ? 

 

research areas 

      

       open space    
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 park    
 plaza & square  
 water 



Approach 
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– Geo-reference  

 

– Field work 

 

– Archives review 

 

Capital of Nan Tang Dynasty，937-975 AD    Capital of  Ming Dynasty，1368-1644 AD    



Approach 
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– Geo-reference  

 

– Field work 

 

– Archives review 
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Nanjing 



City Profile 
    2500 years history 

    450 years capital 

    Popu:8,160,000  

    Area:  6582 km2 

41 km2 
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Nanjing the Ming Dynasty 

military 

palace 
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       Late feudal society 

       Yang-wu Campaign (learning western，top-down)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1900s---------1912----------1937----------1949----------1979-----------2000 

端方 
1861-1911  

李鸿章 
1823-1901 

左宗棠 
1812-1885 

张之洞 
1837-1909 

曾国藩 
1811-1872 



      Late feudal society 

      Yang-wu Campaign (learning western，top-down)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

1900s---------1912----------1937----------1949----------1979-----------2000 

first asphalt road in Nanjing, 1894 

Xiaguan port, 1900 Nanjing Station, 1905 
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Nan-yang Exposition，1910 
      南洋劝业会 



Lu Yun Park 

 

Xuanwu Park 
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Xuanwu Gate 2007 
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Mochou lake 



15 Wulong Tan lake 
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Confucius Temple   

Confucius Temple  market   



17 
1900s 



              the Republic of China 

              building Capital city 

     

 

 

1900s---------1912----------1937----------1949----------1979-----------2000 

Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925)  Mausoleum of Sun Yat-sen    
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Zhongshan Road 

Xia-guan Port  

Purple Mt 
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Xinjiekou square 
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The political park 
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Music amphitheater  
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Ernest P. Goodrich 
1874–1955 

Henry Killam Murphy 
1877-1954 

26 

The Capital plan, 1928 
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Extant parks 
Planned parks 
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Xuanwu lake Park  
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Xuanwu lake Park  
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Mochou lake Park  

	

Mochou lake Park  
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Drum Tower Park  View from the south 
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First Park  
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Park and plaza 
Water 
Road 
Built-up area 
City wall 

1930s 



1900s----------1912----------1937----------1949----------1979-----------2000 

                          WWII and the civil war 
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City wall Gates 
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National Central University  



41 
Bombed Confucius Temple  



Wutai Shirne 
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44 

An–de-men Park, 1937 
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Guomingdang army retreating from Nanjing 
                             1948 

Communist  army entering Nanjing 
                          1949 
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Park and plaza 
Water 
Road 
Built-up area 
City wall 

1949 



1900s---------1912----------1937----------1949----------1979-----------2000 

                                    exploring socialist society  
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Yantzi River Bridge, built in 1960s 
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amphitheatre 

 industrial museum 

amphitheatre 
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Mo-chou lake  

1948 1978 
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The Great Leap 

Rice Production, 10 ton per Chinese acre 
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Coupling Green Space with Production 

Xuanwu lake park 
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Tongji Gate, demolished1950s 

Demolishing the city wall, 1960s 

extant city wall   
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Drum Tower  Square 1960s 
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Xinjiekou Square 1960s 
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57 



58 

1937 



59 

1949 



60 

1980s 



61 

2000s 



62 

1970s 

2000s 
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Park and plaza 
Water 
Road 
Built-up area 
City wall １９７９ 



1900s---------1912----------1937----------1949----------1979-----------2000 

                                               Toward market economy 
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Open space master plan, 1980 
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67 

1980 2007 
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1979 

1980 plan 

2007 

1980 master plan 
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71 

1979 

1980 plan 

2007 

1980 master plan 
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73 

1979 

1980 plan 

2007 
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76 
City wall near South Gate  1978 City Wall park  2007 
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Mochou  lake park  1990s Mochou  lake park  2000s 
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Bailu park  1990s Bailu park  2000s 



79 Xiaotaoyuan  Park, 2007 
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81 

Xian Gate plaza, 2007  
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83 

Shuixi Gate plaza, 2007  



84 

Hanzhong Gate, 2000  
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Plan of Drum Tower park, 1960 



86 
Shanxilu Square, 2007  
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Plazas distribution proposal, 2000 



2007 

 



89 
1960s 



90 



91 



92 
2000s 



On parks 
Periods and process 

 
     Scholars’ aesthetics legacy and the shifting 
 

      Embodiment of nationalism in the  capital construction 

 

      Desolate and dark fate during the wars 

 

      Fluctuating space in the centrally planned system 

 

     Space opened to adapt to market economy 
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1912  

1937  

1949  

1980  

1900s  

2000  



Accessibility 
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95 

spatial equity 



 



On plaza and square 
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1900s 

1930s 1960s 

2000s 

	



1930s 

Distance from water (M)  

500 and more 

On water 



1960s 

 

Distance from water (M)  

500 and more 



2007 

Distance from water (M)  

500 and more 



Perception of openness of city 
 • serial vision  
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Routes 
Water 
Park and plaza 
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Routes 
Water 
Park and plaza 
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1900s 1930s 

2000s 1960s 
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  1930                                        1960                                     2007     

Micro-climate changes  
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   January 

   July 

  1930                                        1960                                     2007     



            landscape 

                      風景             風光 
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                wind + view                 wind + light 



 
Thank you 
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