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The Pelagios Initiative



What is Pelagios?

� A series of projects

� Creating Linked Open Data annotations

of place references in 

historical sources

� Developing software (Recogito, Peripleo)

to assist this process

� Dependent upon a wider community



…or any other online resource that bears

a relation to a particular ancient place!

Inscriptions

Texts
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Finds
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commons.pelagios.org

170 users | 28 datasets | 600.000 records

Pelagios | Linking Data, Openly

Museum

Objects



4

� Not a data aggregator

� Not a repository 

� Not a standard data model

Connectivity through common references rather than a common schema

Pelagios is not… | One Ring to Rule them All



Growing the Graph | Annotating Documents
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The Essential Ingredient | URI Gazetteers
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China Historical GIS

…and many many more!



8

Good Reasons for Diversity

� Coverage (geographic, temporal, cultural)

� Granularity

� Focus (e.g. names vs. coordinates/geometry)

� Scholarly quality

� Editorial process

� Community

� … 
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pleiades:423025

dare:1438

trismegistos:2058

wikidata:Q3094657

dai:2090320

Associating Places with Places (in different gazetteers).

Growing the Graph | Linking Gazetteers



Pelagios Interconnection Format

� A uniform way to create links

� with just enough metadata to allow…

− search across different gazetteers

− identification and disambiguation of places

− annotating data with stable URI references

� NOT a universal data model to represent gazetteers!

� RDF – the lingua franca of the Web of Data

� In DRAFT & evolving as we speak – LOD Gazetteer Consortium

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/lod-gc

https://github.com/pelagios/pelagios-cookbook/wiki/Pelagios-Gazetteer-Interconnection-Format
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Online

Historical

Resources

Online

Gazetteers

Pelagios

Pelagios | Connecting Knowledge Domains



Connecting Gazetteers | Example
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Benefits | Navigating Heterogeneous Data

Video

https://vimeo.com/163546069



Recogito | Annotation Tool for Maps & Text



http://recogito.pelagios.org

Upcoming | Recogito Version 2

Video

http://vimeo.com/173747254



Upcoming | Recogito Images & IIIF



http://commons.pelagios.org

A community space for discussing ideas and best practices

around creating, curating and working with (geo) data

in the Humanities

Join Us!



@Pelagiosproject

http://commons.pelagios.org

http://recogito.pelagios.org
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