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‘Mapping’ an Emerging Empire

“To the extent that the geography of  the American 

Century remains obscure, the origins, outlines, possibilities, 

and limits of  what today is called globalization will also 

remain obscure.  There is no way to understand where the 

global shifts of  the last twenty years came from or where 

they will lead without understanding how, throughout the 

twentieth century, U.S. corporate, political and military 

power mapped an emerging empire.” N. Smith, American 

Empire, 2003, p. 4



Source: Domosh, American Commodities in an Age of  Empire, 2006, 29.



“The Evolution of  the Reaper and the Survival of  the Fittest,” McCormick Catalog, 1883, 

McCormick-International Harvester Collection, Wisconsin Historical Society



“Reaper of  the Ancient Gauls in the First Century,” McCormick advertising brochure, 1886.  

McCormick-International Harvester Collection, Wisconsin Historical Society

























“Our main aim should be to help the free people of  the world, through their own 

efforts, to produce more food, more clothing, more materials for housing, and more 

mechanical power to lighten their burdens.” Harry Truman, Public Papers of  the 

President, 1949.

“The infant death rate among negro children, especially babies, has been very great 

and is yet greater than it should be.  But great improvement is being brought about by 

the women being taught how, without extra expense, to more properly feed their 

children.  And also how to make the most of  materials they are able to secure in 

properly clothing themselves and their children.” R. S. Wilson, Annual Report of  the 

Extension Service for the State of  Mississippi, 1924, p. 64.



Enon, AL. 2/22/15. Image No. 9470. “Women and Children in Field with Walking Plow”

Two women and two young girls in a field with an ox-driven walking plow. Original caption reads: "This picture was 

not taken in Egypt nor India nor Africa but in Alabama near Enon and shows the primitive methods still in use among 

the miserably poor colored people of the south."



Seale, AL. 2/20/15. Image No: 79982. “African Americans Sweeping Yard”

African American woman and young boy sweep yard with "brush broom" while another woman with two children 

looks on. Two additional women, possibly Agricultural Extension employees watch as well. Original caption reads, 

"the brush broom made by tying a bundle of brush together, is used a great deal in the South, as it costs nothing to 

make and serves well as a broom for rough sweeping around the yard. A custom which most of the Southern people 

follow."



USDA’s mission was to modernize southern farming through mechanization, 

diversification, and introduction of  scientific farming practices and technologies



The passage of  the Smith-Lever act of  1914 formalized these efforts, providing 

federal funds for cooperative extension work in agriculture and home economics, 

and for training experts in these fields at land-grant colleges and universities

Miscellaneous Reports and Photographs, 1927. Auburn University Archives, Auburn, AL.
W. B. Mercier, Extension Work Among Negroes, USDA, 1920. Tuskegee 

University Archives



Annual narrative report of  L.C. Hanna, state agent for Negro Women, state of  Alabama, year 

ending Dec 31, 1928. Auburn University Archives, Auburn, AL. 



Annual narrative report of  L.C. Hanna, state agent for Negro Women, state of  Alabama, year 

ending Dec 31, 1928. Auburn University Archives, Auburn, AL. 



Annual narrative report of  L.C. Hanna, state agent for Negro Women, state of  Alabama, year ending Dec 

31, 1928. Auburn University Archives, Auburn, AL. 








